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The article presents the morphological patterns for the replacement of etymological verb stems with 
etymologically unrelated (suppletive) stems. It is claimed that such patterns are language-specific. 
Historic processes motivating the rise of the patterns are described. Case study – the replacement of 
the Latin verb ire by forms of vadere in Romance languages. For morphological patterns in view, 
the term “template” is introduced: "Templates are language-specific conjugational frameworks that 
are pre-existing in the synchronic view but have evolved over time as a result of diverse 
developments from Latin. Once established in the system, templates serve as guides to 
morphological restructuring of verbal paradigms". Templates are language and dialect specific 
which predicts that places for suppletive forms in paradigms will vary cross-linguistically. 


