
 

Guide to references to support your Veterinary Medicine & Science 

BVMSci application.  

 

A part of your application to the Veterinary Medicine & Science BVMSci you are required 

to provide official references to cover our work experience requirement of at least four 

weeks' animal-related work experience, to include one week in general veterinary 

practice. We can only accept references for work experience taken prior to the 15th of 

October 2018 and require official references to evidence this work experience. In this 

document you will find examples of the format references should follow. Two examples of 

a formal reference letter and an example of an emailed reference.  

 

 

We require all references to be on headed paper, dated and signed (if a written reference) 

and must not be an editable document. It is best to provide them as PDF or non-editable 

Word Documents, alternatively we can accept clear photos of the reference. Please note we 

would not accept a reference from relatives, friends, partners or ex-partners. 

 

If your referee is not able to provide a reference on letter headed paper we would accept 

the following template providing it is completed fully and stamped with a company/ 

organisation stamp and signed. We would not accept this form without an official stamp 

and signature. 

 

All references must contain the following: 

 Your full name  

 The dates and/or duration of your work experience 

 Full title and contact details of the referee   

 

We are able to be flexible with references from certain establishments such as farms and stables 

which may not have headed paper or a company email address but this would be assessed on a case 

by case basis. 

Providing at least two weeks of work experience were taken in the five years prior to application 

then the other two weeks can have been achieved at any other time (so long as it is before the 15th 

of October deadline).  

 

https://www.surrey.ac.uk/sites/default/files/Reference-Request-form-2017_18.pdf


 

Reference that states the period of time you undertook the work experience but not specific 

dates. Must be on headed paper and signed. 

 

 

  



Reference that states the specific dates you undertook the work experience for. Must on headed 

paper and signed . 

 

 



Reference either states time period or specific dates you undertook the work experience for. Must 

be from an official email address (not Hotmail, Gmail etc.) but does not need to be signed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Reference refers to work experience taken over a long period of time. States number of days or 

hours per week/month over an extended time period. Must be on headed paper and signed. 

 

 


