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Assessment Criteria

Research has shown that when people are set realistic and specific goals, they are more likely to work harder to
achieve them. If we want our students to be motivated to work harder, we need to ensure that we set them realistic

and specific goals. At the assessment level, these goals are referred to as assessment criteria.

Five basic steps for developing specific detailed assessment criteria:

Step 3:
Prepare
detailed
criteria for the
adjectives and
descriptions

Step 1: Map
learning

outcomes to
assessments

This step is easier

if the learning
outcome or the
assessment is
written with lots of
detail. Take each
element and specify
how it will be
measured within the
assessment type.

Prior to
developing
assessment
criteria, you need
to identify which
learning outcomes
your assessment
is trying to
measure.

Step 2:
Determine the
criteria

All criteria can be

Once the learning
outcomes are
known, the next
step is to separate
out the elements
of the learning
outcomes as well
as any description
from the
assessment.

Step 4: Weight
the criteria

weighted equally,
i.e. the student
must achieve
these criteria to
pass. However,
there may be
cases where some
criteria are more
important than
others.

Step 5:
Prepare
assessment
brief using
assessment
criteria

Write the
assessment brief
with the
appropriate
criteria.
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Here is an example of these steps being followed for a mid-semester test:

Step 1: Map The mid-semester test will have to assess the students’ achievement, for example,
learning on the following learning outcome:

outcomes to  Communicate ideas of the shape and form of components through drawings

generated by manual and computer methods

assessments

Step 2: We will now list the separate elements of this learning outcome:
Determ%n = the o Communicate ideas
eriteria  Shape and form of components
s Generated drawings from manual and computer methods

Using our learning outcome and assessment type, we develop the following specific

" Step 3: Prepare Wk  details/criteria for the assessment.
detailed criteria ) ” ; .

_forthe After developing the specific details, we have determined a phrase that
adjectivesand | encompasses the descriptions: Under “communicate ideas”, we have “academic style
descriptions writing with accurate grammar and spelling”; we can say this assessment criterion

« is related to “document presentation”.
ELEMENTS SPECIFIC DETAILS ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Mid-semester test 2 hour computer design laboratory test
Write out the steps taken in designing an Design choices
engineering component and include
Communicate ideas explanations for choices made
Academic style writing with accurate grammar ' Document presentation
and spelling
Prepare component drawing with projections » Drawing accuracy and
Shape and form of components in 2D and 3D with appropriate labels represegntations ¥
Use initial manual sketches for demonstrating Part of “Design Choices” and
Manual and computer methods choices made and computer-generated “Drawing Accuracy”

sketches for final product

o “Design choices” can be more important than “document presentation”. Hence if
Stfhp 4: \_/tVel_ght students fail the document presentation criteria they may still pass the assessment
S if design choices had a higher weighting.

You will have a mid-semester test which will be for 2 hours in a computer laboratory.
We are looking for you to design and draw an engineering component and to write a
narrative of the steps you've used to design the engineering component. In this test,
we will measure your design choices, drawing accuracy & representations and your
presentation of the narrative. By design choices, we want you to write out the steps
you took in designing the engineering component, referencing initial manual

Step 5: Prepare
assessment brief

usin - . S, :
assessrr%ent sketches and computer generated sketches of the final product (this is a requirement

criteria ; to pass). By drawing accuracy & representations, we are looking to see how well you

can translate manual sketches to computer generated sketches of the component in
both 2D and 3D and ensure the drawings are properly labelled. Finally, we expect the
document presentation of the written narrative to be clearly structured and written
in an academic style with minimal grammar, punctuation and spelling errors.




