
 

We have extended the work experience deadline to 20th May 2021. 
If you will be unable to complete your work experience by this date 
due to the current government COVID restrictions please contact 
admissions@surrey.ac.uk. 

 

Veterinary Medicine & Science BVMSci Reference Guidance  

 

 

As part of your application to our BVMSci Veterinary Medicine & Science you are required 

to provide official references to show you meet our work experience requirement. Due to 

Covid-19 and government restrictions during 2020, the deadline for work experience to be 

met will now be 15th January 2021, this deadline will be kept under review as the situation 

develops.  

Applicants are expected to have gained at least four weeks of animal related work 
experience to include a week in a general veterinary practice before OR one week of 

animal related work experience and the completion of an online virtual work experience 
course found here. All work experience must be completed by 15 January 2021.  

Experience could include farm, stable yard, kennels, rescue centre, research laboratory or 
abattoir work. A broad range of experience is an advantage.  

 
If you have completed the online virtual work experience course, we require you to take a 

screen shot of the completion page at the end, we do not expect you to pay for the 
certificate. 

 

In this document you will find details of the format references should follow including 

examples of written reference letters and an example of an emailed reference.  

 

 

We require written references to be on headed paper and should be dated and signed. 

Documents should not be in an editable document – please provide a PDF or non-editable 

Word document. We are able to accept a clear photos of the reference. Please note we 

would not accept references from relatives, friends and partners. 

If your referee is not able to provide a reference on headed paper we would accept the 

following template providing it is completed fully and stamped with a company/ 

organisation stamp and signed. We would not accept this form without an official stamp 

and signature. 

All references must contain the following: 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/vet-school-application-support
https://www.surrey.ac.uk/sites/default/files/2018-09/reference-request-template-form.pdf


• Your full name  

• The dates and/or duration of your work experience 

• Full title and contact details of the referee   

We are able to be flexible with references from certain establishments such as farms and 

stables which may not have headed paper and could consider an email from a company 

email address but this would be assessed on a case by case basis. 

 

 

 

  



Example of written reference on headed paper, dated and signed with full title of signatory 

outlining the amount of time spent at the practice and when the experience was completed. 

 

 

  



Example of written reference on headed paper, dated and signed with full title of signatory 

outlining the specific dates work experience was undertaken. 

 

 



Example of written reference on headed paper, dated and signed with title of referee. Letter 

shows work experience completed over a long period of time - states number of days or hours per 

week/month and includes the length of time (18 months).  

 

  



Example of emailed reference from official email address (not Hotmail, Gmail etc.) showing 

specific dates work experience was completed and includes name and title of referee. 

  

 


