


What is the project
all about?

To tackle the climate crisis and support the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), the use of sustainable, carbon-sequestering construction materials is 
essential. Bio-based materials are necessary to address this, but reliance on 
trees alone is insufficient, particularly in regions where commercial forestry is 
underdeveloped. Tropical bamboo and palm have huge worldwide potential, 
but particularly in Brazil, for sustainable construction and circular economic 
development; these are low cost and widely available. Natural bamboo (NB), 
in use as culms, grows faster and fixes more carbon than commercial forestry 
timber. Engineered bamboo (EB), used as manufactured products, has one 
of the lowest environmental impacts compared with traditional structural 
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materials. Palm is also widely available in Brazil, with especially high diversity in 
the Amazon, and provides trunks, leaves, and varied fibers with great potential 
to produce construction materials at an industrial scale.
Workshop delegates will benefit from the expertise of facilitators that are 
experts in the full lifecycle concepts from plantation or forest management, 
growth & harvesting; through material treatment & production; through 
engineering behaviour of the products & their use in construction. Workshop 
facilitators come from different universities & are members of an existing 
worldwide coalition of experts dedicated to promoting the use of bio-based 
construction materials.
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Who is involved?

This research was supported by British Council’s Amazon +10 Workshop 

Programme Project No 1181214007 under the International Science 

Partnerships Fund (ISPF). The Spatial Structures Research Centre of the 

University of Surrey, UK and the Federal Rural University of the Amazon 

(UFRA), Brazil are the organisers and the workshop will be taking place in 

Belém, Brazil, host of the COP 30 climate conference.

The International Science Partnerships Fund is designed to enable potential 

and foster prosperity. It puts research and innovation at the heart of our 

international relationships, supporting UK researchers and innovators to 

work with peers around the world on the major themes of our time: planet, 

health, tech, and talent. The fund is managed by the Department for Science, 

Innovation and Technology and delivered by a consortium of the UK’s leading 

research and innovation bodies, which includes: UK Research and Innovation 

(comprising the 7 research councils, Innovate UK and Research England), 

the UK Academies, the British Council, the Met Office, the National Physical 

Laboratory, the UK Atomic Energy Authority, and Universities UK International.

The workshops will be co-ordinated by Dr S Alireza Behnejad (University of 

Surrey) and Dr Lina Bufalino (UFRA). The workshop will also be supported by 

professional mentors: Dr Leila Meneghetti, Prof Holmer Savastano Junior, Dr 

Marzieh Kadivar and Dr Dan Bompa.

Supported by
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The new United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)-affiliated 

CIFAL centre at the University of Surrey has been set up to drastically improve 

the UK’s ability to address climate change.

Drawing on the University’s strong research heritage and active engagement 

in sustainability, the CIFAL centre (Centre International de Formation des 

Autorités et Leaders), CIFAL Surrey, will work with UNITAR (the UN’s training 

branch) and the CIFAL Global Network among other stakeholders to lead both 

training and capacity-building initiatives in sustainability. The focus of CIFAL 

Surrey will be on empowering climate leadership through enhanced climate 

literacy within and beyond Surrey. 

As part of its activities, CIFAL Surrey will work in partnership with national and 

local government, industry, civil society, and beyond, developing sustainable 

economic practices, and helping to advance action towards the UN’s 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

Situated within the University’s Institute for Sustainability, CIFAL Surrey will 

draw strongly on multi-disciplinary expertise in delivering both training and 

capacity building on a wide range of sustainability challenges, to help facilitate 

knowledge exchange among leaders in government, the private sector, and 

civil society – locally, nationally and internationally, as well as UK-based 

international organisations. 

What is CIFAL Surrey?

Workshop participants may apply for a UNITAR / CIFAL Surrey 
Certificate of Completion, subject to meeting the learning 
requirements and covering the associated costs.
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https://www.surrey.ac.uk/institute-sustainability/training-centre


Workshop co-ordinators and mentors

Alireza Behnejad

Dan Bompa

Lina Bufalino

Marzieh KadivarLeila Meneghetti

Holmer Savastano Junior

Central Building (Prédio Central) UFRA, Belém (Photo: UFRA)
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Available funding:
If you are an early career researcher in the UK or Brazil, you
may be eligible to receive the British Council funding to cover
the costs related to the participation to the workshop. The 
funding could contribute towards the workshop registration 
fees, travel (both, international and local), accommodation in 
Belém and meals. Please complete the APPLICATION FORM 
attached to this flyer and email it to ssrc@surrey.ac.uk.
Applications will be considered on a first come, first serve basis 
for this limited available fund.
PhD candidates who are awaiting the results of their viva are 
eligible to apply for funding.
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The key aims of the workshop are to:

• Explore the gap between potential versus current use of bio-based 
construction products in Brazil and Amazon in particular

• Examine the value chain and explore business opportunities for 
industrialisation of desired products

• Knowledge exchange between the researchers from both countries (and 
beyond)

• Identify the research required to support business ideas and 
commercialisation

• Create a forum for the stakeholders to consider the local situation for having a 
global impact

• Showcase the success stories of companies in the field of design and 
manufacturing the bio-based construction materials

• Strengthen and grow the network of researchers from
the UK and Brazil (and internationally)

What are
the workshop’s aims?
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What to expect

• In-person and online keynote lectures (from different parts of the world) 
to better understand both the local and global contexts
• Interaction between the UK and Brazil participants during the
roundtable and group discussions
• Active-learning techniques and hands-on activities
• Field trips to riverside communities to learn their use of sustainable 
materials for construction
• Interaction with the local community and the experts through technical 
tours
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Target Audience

Bengaluru Kempegowda International Airport (Terminal 2), India
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The workshop is aimed at early career practitioners in academia, 
predoctoral, doctoral & post-doctoral researchers in universities in 
architecture, building sciences, civil engineering, structural engineering, 
forestry, agriculture engineering, environmental engineering & 
sustainability, bioengineering & non-conventional construction materials. 
Also, entrepreneurs and potential stakeholders in a broad area of 
reforestation, waste management, construction and infrastructure are 
encouraged to take part.
These individuals should be researching aspects related to the use of bio-
based construction materials (e.g. bamboo and palm). Some of the target 
audience may not be eligible for the financial support provided by the 
British Council, however, they could apply for alternative funding.
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Register Today!

Send an email to the Spatial Structures Research Centre of the
University of Surrey (ssrc@surrey.ac.uk) to indicate your interest and 
you will receive relevant information.
You may also contact madeira.ltpf@ufra.edu.br in Portuguese.

mailto:ssrc%40surrey.ac.uk?subject=
mailto:madeira.ltpf%40ufra.edu.br?subject=
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[bookmark: _Hlk182951290]Title of the Workshop: Sustainable Development of Biobased Construction Materials in Brazil (e.g. bamboo & palm) - from plantation to the final products



UK Workshop Co-ordinator: Dr S Alireza Behnejad, Spatial Structures Research Centre, University of Surrey

Brazil Workshop Co-ordinator: Dr Lina Bufalino, Federal Rural University of the Amazon (UFRA)



Disciplines: architecture, building sciences, civil engineering, structural engineering, forestry, agriculture engineering, environmental engineering & sustainability, bio-engineering & non-conventional construction materials	



Dates and venue: 1-3 July 2025, Belém, Pará (PA), Brazil





Amazonia BR/UK Workshop grants are designed to provide financial support to bring together a UK/Brazil bilateral cohort of early career researchers to take part in workshops to meet the overarching objectives. This programme is supported by UK government funding and Brazil and forms part of the International Science Partnerships Fund.



As part of this programme, we are now recruiting early career researchers to participate in the above workshop. 



The workshop will provide a unique opportunity for sharing research expertise and networking. During the workshops early career researchers will have the opportunity to present their research in the form of a poster and discuss this with established researchers from the UK and partner countries. There will be a focus on building links for future collaborations.



The British Council acting on behalf of the International Science Partnerships Fund (ISPF) will cover the costs related to the participation to the workshop, including travel (both international and local), accommodation and meals. Costs for the visa, and travel insurance will be covered; however, participants will be responsible for making all the necessary arrangements.  The British Council accepts no responsibility for any problems which may occur with travel or accommodation arrangements, or any other issues participants might experience when they are away from their home.



Application and Deadline: 

The full application below must be completed and submitted by the 31st of January 2025 (23:59 GMT) to: ssrc@surrey.ac.uk 



Eligibility Criteria:

· Applications must be submitted using the Amazonia BR/UK application form 

· Applications must be submitted before the above deadline

· Participants must be Early Career Researchers (ECRs): ECRs are defined as someone:

· Holding or close to completion of their PhD (potentially waiting for their final vice-voce examination which must be passed prior to attending the workshop) or having equivalent research experience in the field of bio-based construction materials; and

· Not held a permanent academic post with a significant research component or research related element; and

· Not had significant experience supervising PhD students; and

· Not acted as the Principal Investigator on a research grant.

· They are equivalent to the ‘Recognised Researcher’ category in the EU framework for researchers’ careers: https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/europe/career-development/training-researchers/research-profiles-descriptors 



· Participants must have a research or academic position (a permanent post, research contract, or fellowship etc) at a recognised research institution either in the UK or in Brazil.


· Please note that participants are expected to attend all sessions of the workshop. 


Quality Assessment

· Experience and relevance of the applicant’s research area to the workshop

· Motivation and contribution to the aims of the workshop

· Description of the long-term impact expected through the participation in the workshop 

· Ability to disseminate the workshop’s outcomes 



Selection Procedure: 

· Eligibility check

· Quality assessment



Notification of results: 

Applicants will be notified by email 3 months prior to the workshop.

 

Equal Opportunities

Equal opportunities and diversity are at the heart of the British Council’s cultural relations ambitions. While recognising that some research fields are dominated by one particular gender, co-ordinators are going to work towards an equal gender balance, promote diversity. Applicants will not be excluded on the basis of ethnicity, gender, religious belief, sexual orientation, social status or disability. Extra support to enable participation of Early Career Researchers with special needs will be provided (please contact the co-ordinators at ssrc@surrey.ac.uk). This workshop is dedicated to fostering gender equity in architecture, engineering, and environmental science. With a gender-diverse team of mentors and participants, it ensures balanced representation through a gender-sensitive selection process and workshop content. The agenda addresses the unique challenges faced by underrepresented genders, promoting inclusivity and reducing biases. Gender-disaggregated data will evaluate impact, while mentorship and support networks aim to empower female and gender-minority attendees. By integrating these measures, the workshop seeks to create a transformative environment and advance gender equity within STEM and sustainable materials fields. 




Workshop Application Form



		1. Applicant 



		Name and title

		



		Gender (for statistical purposes, this will not affect participant selection)

		



		Position and institution

		



		Postal address

		



		Email address

		



		Phone number

		



		Brief CV (academic career, publications, markers of esteem, and any other relevant information) – no more than ½ page of A4

		







		2. Abstract - Please give a summary of your area of research. (up to 200 words)



		













		3. Please describe your motivation for attending the workshop and how the workshop matches your professional development needs. (up to 200 words)



		









		



		4. Please describe the expected impact of your participation on your personal and professional development, including your ability to work internationally. (up to 200 words)



		













		5. Please indicate how you will disseminate the outcomes of the workshops and the new knowledge/skills you have acquired. (up to 200 words)



		













		6. Workshops will take place in English as standard. Please indicate your ability to work and communicate in English (Note, translators may be provided if necessary)



		Native speaker

		☐		Good

		☐

		Excellent

		☐		Need support

		☐





		7. Please use this space to give any additional information that you feel is relevant for the application.
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