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Studentship Application Form
China Scholarship Council-Surrey Award

This application form is to be used for the China Scholarship Council-Surrey Award.

PhD Start Date: October 2027
Application Form Deadline: 11 January 2027
Please note: 
· You must apply for a place on your chosen PhD programme by 11 January 2027. 
· When completing your PhD application, please indicate that you are applying for the China Scholarship Council–Surrey Award. 
· This Studentship Application Form must be completed electronically, saved as a PDF, and returned to doctoralcollege@surrey.ac.uk by 11 January 2027. 
· The form must be completed by the applicant in conjunction with their prospective supervisors. Your prospective supervisory team may submit the completed application on your behalf.
· Incomplete, unsigned, or late applications will not be accepted. 
· You will receive confirmation of receipt within five working days of submitting your application. 
· If shortlisted, you will also need to apply directly to the China Scholarship Council. 
Please read the Guidance Notes before completing this form. Do check that you meet the eligibility criteria in the Guidance Notes before submitting this form.

	Section 1: Personal Details

	Forename(s)
	Surname
	University Number *


	
	
	


	Do you meet the university English Language Requirements? **

	☐ Yes  ☐ No


*Also known as an URN, a 7-digit number emailed to you within 48 hours of creating an online application for a place on a PhD programme. If you have not yet received this before submitting your application, please enter TBC in the above box and email doctoralcollege@surrey.ac.uk once you have received this.
** Please note that you will need to submit evidence of meeting the university English Language Requirements to admissions@surrey.ac.uk by 8 February 2027. See guidance notes for details.
	Section 2: Programme Details

	Please indicate which Faculty you wish to apply to:

	*FABSS  ☐
	FEPS  ☐
	FHMS  ☐

	PhD Programme:
	

	Name of Department/School:
	

	Name of Research Centre (where relevant):
	

	Are you applying for one of the CSC priority areas?
	Yes  ☐
No  ☐


*Please tick the FABSS box for applications for the Department of Higher Education

	Section 3: Education and Qualifications

	Educational Experience
 Please list the higher education qualifications and degree programmes you have completed or are due to complete. If you have not yet received a final degree result, please provide your anticipated result. If you hold more than one relevant qualification at the same level, include each relevant qualification.

	Institution
	Degree Level and Title (e.g., BSc Physics)
	Degree Result / Anticipated Result
	Dates 
(MM/YY – MM/YY)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	If you completed a research project as part of your undergraduate and/or postgraduate studies, please provide details below

	Title of undergraduate research project
	

	Brief description of project (max 100 words)
	

	Result for project/anticipated result for project
	

	Title of postgraduate research project
	

	Brief description of project (max 100 words)
	

	Result for project/anticipated result for project
	



	Please provide details of any prizes for academic performance and/or any scholarships you have been awarded

	Award Year
	Name/details of prize/scholarship

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Research Outputs:
Please include relevant research outputs that you have authored or co-authored, for example journal articles, patents, inventions, or conference presentations.

	Date
	Details of research output

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Research Prizes and Recognition 
Please provide details of prizes or recognition for your research, for example conference prizes, prizes for an invention, patent or written work, or success in a research or innovation competition

	Date
	Details of prizes

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Relevant Professional Experience
Please provide details of any employment, research, work, practice-based experience, internships, or placements relevant to your proposed PhD 

	Job Title
	Organisation
	Dates 
(MM/YY – MM/YY)
	Relevant achievements

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



	Section 4: Personal Statement

	Please explain: 
1. how your previous experience demonstrates that you are an excellent candidate; 
2. how your previous experience has prepared you for doctoral research and the proposed project; and 
3. how undertaking this PhD will support your career aspirations. 
Word limit: 250–500 words.

	






	Section 5: Research Project Proposal

	Title of Research Project:

	

	Executive Summary: Describe your project in a way that can be understood by a non-expert audience (maximum 150 words).

	



	Project Proposal: Please Set out your proposal for the research project. You should discuss the content of your proposal with your prospective supervisors. 
Please use clear and concise language and avoid unnecessary specialist jargon. Members of the Selection Panel may not be experts in your research area, so the proposal should be accessible to a broader academic audience. 
Word limit: 500–1,000 words, including references to academic literature.

	






	Section 6: Project Costing

	This section should be completed in conjunction with your prospective supervisory team. 
Please provide an estimate of the costs of the proposed project other than tuition fees and stipend. This may include, but is not limited to: 
· consumables; 
· conference costs; 
· travel; and 
· other project-specific costs. 
Provide a clear description of how each of these costs will be met.
This is not an application for additional funding. The information will be used to help assess the feasibility of the proposed project. 

	






Sections 7 to 8: To be completed by the prospective supervisory team. 
You must have at least two academic supervisors from the University of Surrey.
	Section 7: Supervision 

	Name of Primary Supervisor: 
	

	Email address:
	

	*Current supervisory commitments:
	As Primary Supervisor
	

	
	As Secondary Supervisor
	

	Name of Secondary Supervisor: 
	

	Email address:
	

	*Current supervisory commitments:
	As Primary Supervisor
	

	
	As Secondary Supervisor
	


*Do not name or list current PGRs, only note the number of current commitments. We will not support applications which exceed the supervisory limit of 6.
	Expertise of Supervisory Team - Explain: 
· the relevance of each supervisor’s expertise to the project; 
· the role of each member of the supervisory team; 
· how the expertise of the supervisors will work together to support the project; and 
· where applicable, details of any member of the team who is an early career researcher or academic. 
Maximum 250 words. 

	


	Researcher Environment and Training - Briefly summarise the research environment and the relevant training, facilities, and expertise available to support the researcher. 
 Maximum 250 words

	




	Section 8: University Research Strategy

	Please outline the extent to which the proposed project and applicant align with the University’s Research Strategy. In particular, explain: 
· how the proposed research will contribute to addressing the University’s Grand Challenges; and 
· how the research is expected to deliver impact. 
If the project does not fall within one of the CSC priority research areas, please also explain why the application should nevertheless be considered under the scheme. 
Maximum 350 words.

	






	Section 9: Applicant’s declaration

	I confirm that the information provided in this form is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge as at the date of signing. 
I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that all required elements of my application are submitted by the relevant deadlines and that missing information may result in my application being considered incomplete and ineligible. 
I also understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that my prospective supervisory team completes and signs the relevant sections of this form. 


	Applicant Signature
	Date

	

	


Electronic signatures are accepted.

	Section 10: Supervisor and Head of Department/School/Centre declaration

	I confirm that the information I have provided in this form is complete and accurate to the best of my knowledge at this date. As HoD/HoS/HoC I can confirm that adequate resources are in place to support this studentship application.
The Primary and Secondary Supervisors confirm that the information provided in this form is complete and accurate to the best of their knowledge as at the date of signing. 
The Head of Department/School/Centre confirms that adequate resources are in place to support the proposed studentship.

	Primary Supervisor Signature
	Date

	

	

	Secondary Supervisor Signature
	Date

	

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk211347251]HoD / HoS / HoC Signature
	Date

	

	


Applications that do not contain all required signatures will not be accepted. 

Application checklist:
☐ I have submitted my online application for an eligible Surrey PhD programme by 11 January 2027. 
☐ I have completed all relevant applicant sections of this form. 
☐ My prospective supervisory team has completed Sections 7 and 8. 
☐ I have signed and dated Section 9. 
☐ Both supervisors have signed Section 10. 
☐ The Head of Department/School/Centre has signed Section 10. 
☐ I have saved the completed Studentship Application Form as a PDF. 
☐ I have not attached additional pages or supplementary statements. 
☐ The completed form will be sent to doctoralcollege@surrey.ac.uk by 11 January 2027. 
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China Scholarship Council-Surrey Award 

  This application f or m is to be used for the  China Scholarship Council - Surrey  Award .     PhD Start Date:   October   202 7   Application Form Deadline:   11   January   202 7   Please note:        You must apply for a place on your chosen PhD programme by  11 January 2027 .        When completing your PhD application, please indicate that you are applying for the  China  Scholarship Council – Surrey Award .        This Studentship Application Form must be completed electronically,  saved as a PDF , and  returned to  doctoralcollege@surrey.ac.uk   by 11 January 2027 .        The form must be completed by the applicant  in conjunction with their prospective  supervisors . Your prospective supervisory team may submit the completed application on  your  behalf.      Incomplete,  unsigned,   or late applications will not be accepted.       You will receive confirmation of receipt within five working days of submitting your  application.        If shortlisted, you will also need to apply directly to the  China Scholarship Council .     Please read the Guidance Notes before completing this form.   Do check that you meet the  eligibility criteria in the Guidance Notes before submitting this  form.    

Section 1: Personal Details  

Forename(s)  Surname  University Number *    

     

Do you meet the university English Language  Requirements? * *    ☐   Yes     ☐   No  

*Also known as an URN, a  7 - digit  number emailed to you  within 48 hours of creating an   online application for a  place on a PhD programme. If you have not yet received this   before   submitting your application , please enter  TBC   in the above box   and email  doctoralcollege@surrey.ac.uk   once you  have received this.   ** Please note that you will need to submit evidence   of meeting the university English Language Requirements  to  admissions@surrey.ac.uk   by   8   February   202 7 .  See guidance notes   for details .  

