
1

GRADUATE OUTCOMES 2026
E M P L O Y M E N T 

R E P O R T

B A S E D  O N  2 0 2 3  –  2 4  G R A D U A T E  O U T C O M E S  D A T A  F R O M  H E S A



CONTENTS

THE HIGHLIGHTS
Discover our key employment 
findings, including top industries  
and occupations.

INTERNATIONAL RESULTS
See how many of our  
international graduates are 
employed or in further education.

INTRODUCTION
Find out about the Graduate 
Outcomes survey, why we run  
it and what it aims to uncover.

GRADUATE OUTCOMES 
See the comprehensive results  
from the 2023-24 Graduate 
Outcomes survey, from average 
salaries to top industries to work in.

04

32–33

05–09

12–30

32

At Surrey, we put our students’ careers first with 
tailored career support and opportunities. We 
continue to build on our renowned Professional 
Training Placements scheme, ensuring our students 
have access to a variety of opportunities to enhance 
their employability, both in the UK and overseas.

We also offer graduate internships, and have a strong 
network of industry partners, to support our students 
and graduates in a competitive job market.
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INTRODUCTION

GRADUATE INSIGHTS

In addition to finding out what graduates are doing 
after their studies, the Graduate Outcomes survey 
also discovers a more in-depth ‘graduate voice’, 
understanding:

•	 How meaningful or important they feel  
their job or further study is

•	 Whether they’re using the skills gained from  
their qualification in their current job or study

•	 How they’re progressing towards  
their future goals.

The survey also allows us to gather deeper insights 
into graduates pursuing non-traditional career  
paths, such as those developing creative portfolios  
or setting up a business.

RUNNING THE SURVEY

Graduates were surveyed by telephone or online 
approximately 15 months after completing their studies.

The survey is run and managed by the Higher 
Education Statistics Agency (HESA) to ensure  
that any data gathered remains impartial and of high 
quality. We supply Surrey graduate details to HESA  
and promote the survey itself, both during our 
students’ time at Surrey, upon graduation and  
before each survey begins. 

HOW THIS SURVEY WILL BE USED

The results from this survey provide us with key insights 
into how we can better support our current students 
and our graduates. They also provide us the opportunity 
to celebrate the achievements of our graduates and 
build on the employability of our students as the next 
generation of workers and future change makers. 
Additionally, the survey results feed into league tables 
and the Office for Students data to inform student 
outcomes, the Teaching Excellence Framework and our 
Access and Participation Plan targets. They are also 
used in the media and to inform policy.

Surrey’s ranking for the number  
of graduates in high-skilled jobs* 

*UK domiciled graduates of full-time, undergraduate qualifications, in full-time employment, from higher education institutions tracked  
by The Guardian newspaper, when data published in the latest Graduate Outcomes survey is analysed and used to create a ranking

of Surrey 
undergraduates are 

in work or further 
education

93%
of undergraduates are  
in graduate level roles 
(as opposed to roles  

not requiring a degree)

81%

UK INSTITUTION OVERALL
TOP 25

of graduates  
agree that their 
current activity  
is meaningful 

84%
said their current 
activity fits with  

their future plans

74%

TOP FINDINGS
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The Graduate Outcomes survey is the biggest annual social survey  
in the UK and captures the perspectives, current employment and further  
studies of university graduates.
All graduates who completed a higher education course in the UK between  
1 August 2023 and 31 July 2024 were invited to take part in the latest survey.

SEVEN YEARS AS A 
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GRADUATE OUTCOMES RESULTS

92% 
OVERALL 93%

81%

UNDERGRADUATE

UNDERGRADUATE

97%
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

97%
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH
Surrey graduates who 
have gone on to graduate 
level roles, as opposed  
to roles that do not  
require a degree.

81% 
OVERALL

Surrey graduates  
who have said they’re 
working or in full-time 
study (or both).

Graduates who state they are working or studying (or both) out 
of all respondents who are working, studying or seeking work. 
All other categories are excluded. Includes complete and 
incomplete responses where an activity has been reported.

Surrey graduates who either took a work placement  
or didn’t, and whether they went on to gain a work,  
study or a graduate level destination.
Data is from UK undergraduates, full-time, first degree in work or study

Placement

No placement

IN WORK OR STUDY

IN GRADUATE-LEVEL WORK OR STUDY

£32,926
UNDERGRADUATE

£36,504
OVERALL

£33,456
PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING YEAR

£31,604
NO PLACEMENT

£42,934
POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

£53,045
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

£41,326
INTERNATIONAL 

STUDENTS

GRADUATES IN  
EMPLOYMENT

PLACEMENT IMPACT

GRADUATE-LEVEL  
DESTINATIONS

97%

92%

90%

70%

Average salary for Surrey graduates who are now in full-time work and paid above minimum wage.

AVERAGE SALARY
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In addition to finding out what graduates are doing after 
their studies, the Graduate Outcomes survey also asked 
more in-depth questions to understand how they felt 
about their career or further study. 

Here are the number of respondents who answered 
“agree” or “strongly agree” to the following statements. 

My current activity is meaningful

My current activity fits  
with my future plans

84%

74%

79%70%

High or very high  
levels of life satisfaction75%

The things I do are 
worthwhile to a high  
or very high extent

High or very high 
levels of happiness

Nursing 
Professionals

Teaching 
Professionals

Information 
Technology 

Professionals

Sales, Marketing and 
Related Associate 

Professionals

Other social work 
activities without 

accommodation n.e.c.

Engineering 
Professionals

Natural and 
Social Science 
Professionals

VeterinariansTherapy 
Professionals

Artistic, Literary and 
Media Occupations

TOP 10 GRADUATE JOBS

TOP 10 EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES

Hospital activities

General secondary 
education

Other human 
health activities

Tertiary  
education

Accounting, 
bookkeeping and 
auditing activities;  

tax consultancy

Computer  
programming 

activities

Veterinary activities

Finance 
Professionals

Engineering 
activities and 

related technical 
consultancy

1

1

6

6

2

2

7

7

3

3

8

8

4

4

9

9

5

5

10

10

GRADUATE VOICE

GRADUATE WELLBEING

Information 
technology 
consultancy 

activities

9
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AVERAGE SALARY

AVERAGE SALARY

CHEMISTRY AND CHEMICAL  
ENGINEERING

COMPUTER SCIENCE AND  
ELECTRONIC ENGINEERING

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES 

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES 

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

93%88%

88%86%

MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS 

MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS 

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES 
AND RELATED TECHNICAL 

CONSULTANCY

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 

PROFESSIONALS

ENGINEERING 
PROFESSIONALS

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING 

ACTIVITIES

ENGINEERING 
PROFESSIONALS

NATURAL AND SOCIAL 
SCIENCE PROFESSIONALS

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
CONSULTANCY ACTIVITIES

INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
TECHNICIANS

2

2

2

1

1

1
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£33,492
UNDERGRADUATE 

£34,481
UNDERGRADUATE 

£34,000
POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

£40,814
POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

£38,999
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

£71,667
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

100%

100%

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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ECONOMICS

UNDERGRADUATE UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

95% 95%

83%

94%

100%

100%

80%

80%

100%

100%

AVERAGE SALARY

£33,500 £36,000
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

GUILDFORD SCHOOL  
OF ACTING

AVERAGE SALARY

£38,348 £40,286
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONSMOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

PERFORMING ARTSACCOUNTING, BOOKKEEPING 
AND AUDITING ACTIVITIES; 

TAX CONSULTANCY

ARTISTIC, LITERARY 
AND MEDIA 

OCCUPATIONS

FINANCE 
PROFESSIONALS

OPERATION OF 
ARTS FACILITIES

TEACHING 
PROFESSIONALS

BUSINESS, RESEARCH 
AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

PROFESSIONALS

222 11 11

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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HOSPITALITY, TOURISM AND  
EVENTS MANAGEMENT

MATHEMATICS AND PHYSICS

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

95%

94%

100%

87%

81%

100%

AVERAGE SALARY

£29,579
UNDERGRADUATE 

£43,207
POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

£52,333
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

NATURAL AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
PROFESSIONALS

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING 

ACTIVITIES

TEACHING 
PROFESSIONALS

21 1

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

96%

AVERAGE SALARY

£32,728
UNDERGRADUATE 

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

SALES, MARKETING AND 
RELATED ASSOCIATE 

PROFESSIONALS

HOTELS AND SIMILAR 
ACCOMMODATION

1 1

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

83%
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£32,088

£34,451 £46,250
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

UNDERGRADUATE

UNDERGRADUATE

MUSIC AND MEDIA

AVERAGE SALARY

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

ARTISTIC, LITERARY AND 
MEDIA OCCUPATIONS

1

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

96%

100%

91%

100%

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

MECHANICAL ENGINEERING  
SCIENCES

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

ENGINEERING 
ACTIVITIES AND 

RELATED TECHNICAL 
CONSULTANCY

ENGINEERING 
PROFESSIONALS

MANUFACTURE OF AIR 
AND SPACECRAFT AND 
RELATED MACHINERY

21 1

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

93%

87%

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

83%
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PSYCHOLOGY

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

90%

100%

100%

100%

100%

83%

93%

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIESMOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

OTHER HUMAN 
HEALTH ACTIVITIES

HOSPITAL 
ACTIVITIES

TERTIARY 
EDUCATION

21 3

£30,980 £34,988 £48,966
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

THERAPY 
PROFESSIONALS

WELFARE AND 
HOUSING 

ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSIONALS

CARING PERSONAL 
SERVICES

2 31

POLITICS

AVERAGE SALARY

£40,500
UNDERGRADUATE

UNDERGRADUATE

86% Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

HOSPITAL 
ACTIVITIES

NURSING 
PROFESSIONALS

OTHER HUMAN 
HEALTH ACTIVITIES

OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS

GENERAL MEDICAL 
PRACTICE 
ACTIVITIES

22 11 3

UNDERGRADUATE

AVERAGE SALARY

£32,424 £50,186	
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

SCHOOL OF BIOSCIENCES

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

HOSPITAL 
ACTIVITIES

OTHER HEALTH 
PROFESSIONALS

OTHER HUMAN 
HEALTH ACTIVITIES

NATURAL AND 
SOCIAL SCIENCE 
PROFESSIONALS

SCIENCE, 
ENGINEERING 

AND PRODUCTION 
TECHNICIANS

22 11 33

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

94% 100%

100% 100%

100% 100%

82% 99%

95% 100%

83% 100%

£30,439 £83,667 £65,891
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

TERTIARY 
EDUCATION

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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SCHOOL OF LAW

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

LEGAL  
ACTIVITIES

LEGAL 
PROFESSIONALS

LEGAL ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSIONALS

11 2

£28,519
UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

100%

100%

AVERAGE SALARY

SCHOOL OF LITERATURE 
AND LANGUAGES

MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

SALES, MARKETING 
AND RELATED 

ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSIONALS

1

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

96%

94%

100%

100%

£29,270 £40,000
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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SCHOOL OF  
VETERINARY MEDICINE

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES 

MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

VETERINARY 
ACTIVITIES

VETERINARIANS

1

1

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

99%

100%

99%

AVERAGE SALARY

£36,009 £47,800
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

£28,977
UNDERGRADUATE

SOCIOLOGY

AVERAGE SALARY

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

100%

100%

100%

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT
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SURREY INSTITUTE  
OF EDUCATION

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

TERTIARY 
EDUCATION

TEACHING 
PROFESSIONALS

11

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

100%

100%

£47,636
POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT
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SURREY BUSINESS SCHOOL

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

SALES, MARKETING 
AND RELATED 

ASSOCIATE 
PROFESSIONALS

ACCOUNTING, 
BOOKKEEPING AND 

AUDITING ACTIVITIES; 
TAX CONSULTANCY

FINANCE 
PROFESSIONALS

COMPUTER 
PROGRAMMING 

ACTIVITIES

ADMINISTRATIVE 
OCCUPATIONS: 

FINANCE

TERTIARY 
EDUCATION

2 21 13 3

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

90%

100%

100%

£34,166 £51,164
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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SUSTAINABILITY, CIVIL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING

AVERAGE SALARY

MOST POPULAR EMPLOYMENT INDUSTRIES MOST POPULAR GRADUATE OCCUPATIONS

ENGINEERING ACTIVITIES 
AND RELATED TECHNICAL 

CONSULTANCY

ENGINEERING 
PROFESSIONALS

CONSERVATION 
AND ENVIRONMENT 

PROFESSIONALS

11 2

UNDERGRADUATE

POSTGRADUATE TAUGHT

POSTGRADUATE RESEARCH

96%

100%

100%

91%

£33,168 £39,609 £44,666
UNDERGRADUATE POSTGRADUATE 

TAUGHT
POSTGRADUATE 

RESEARCH

31

Graduates currently in 
employment or further study

Graduate-level destinations
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100%

90%

Italy

Nigeria

Channel Islands

Percentage of Surrey’s international graduates in employment 
(results by country)

INTERNATIONAL RESULTS

China

Greece

100%

93%

100%

93%

Cyprus
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Connect with us:

  @universityofsurrey

  /universityofsurrey

  @universityofsurrey

  /university-of-surrey/


