
 

On the Receiving End: 
First meeting of the international team in Surrey  

 
In early December 2012, researchers 

and film makers from universities in 

Serbia and Palestine travelled to Surrey 

for the first meeting of the international 

team involved in researching local 

perspectives on international 

intervention. Colleagues from the 

Faculty of Media and Communications 

of Singidunum University (Belgrade), 

from Birzeit University in Ramallah, and 

Al-Azhar University in Gaza travelled to 

the UK to meet with a team in the 

School of Politics, in order to plan the 

next phase of a collaborative project 

funded by the British Academy and 

supported by the British Council. 

The project On the Receiving End: Towards More Critical and Inclusive Perspectives on International 

Intervention is designed to build a partnership between the University of Surrey, Singidunum, Al-Azhar and 

Birzeit in both teaching and research. The project is driven by a common desire to develop more critical work 

on international intervention and to include the perspectives of those on the receiving end of such intervention 

in a literature that currently is entirely focussed on elite perspectives from largely Western and Northern 

points of view. The project aims to assess previous practices of international intervention, record local 

experiences in areas which have witnessed the effects of intervention and set these alongside the opinions of 

UK policy makers.  

Students at each institution can become involved in the project through participation in the research training 

provided in each institution, and then by participating in documenting local perspectives on intervention. 

These views will be recorded both in written and audio-visual forms. The materials generated by the students 

will be based on the primary research and reading they have undertaken, with Surrey students focussed on 

the views of UK policy makers, whilst Palestinian students and those in Serbia focus on local views from the 

receiving end.  

The project aims to produce film and video outputs as well as the more traditional scholarly outputs. It is also 

planned to hold two summer schools, the first of which will be held during the second year of the project in 

Belgrade, and the second in Birzeit during the final year, with a one day event in Al- Azhar in Gaza. The 

University of Surrey is currently investigating the provision of access to their MA in international intervention 

via distance learning, and similar possibilities for the other participating institutions will be explored throughout 

the duration of the project. In the end, it is hoped that this project will lead to a more substantial research 

project focused on global legitimacy and international intervention. 

Two days of intense meetings resulted in more clarity in respect of the definitional and role related aspects of 

the project, and a more concise timeline in which various aspects of the project will be completed. It was 

agreed that perspectives on intervention were greatly influenced by context, and that researchers based in a 

post-conflict society (Serbia), as compared with those living as occupied populations (Palestine), or in a 

Western context (Surrey) would necessarily not only see intervention differently, but define it according to 

their own local priorities and perspectives. The introduction of diverse perspectives on intervention will serve 

to challenge over-generalisations about intervention and contribute specificity and contextualisation not only 

to the work of the project but to wider understandings of intervention as a whole.  



The project team anticipate further local discussions with other colleagues beyond the immediate project 

team, in order to build more specific and better contextualised and nuanced understandings of attitudes to 

and consequences of international intervention. The wide variety of experience of intervention, even between 

the Palestinian participants, where Gaza has experiences distinct from those in the West Bank, offers the 

possibility of enriching understandings of and the motivations, methods and consequences of intervention. 

Following the Surrey meetings, the international team emerged with a shared perspective of the roles and 

operations within the project and clarity about the contribution the project work can make to deconstructing 

over-generalised understandings of intervention and developing a more calibrated account which is sensitive 

to national, regional and other differences on intervention. Plans for locally based research carried out by the 

partners in the project will provide a good start to achieving this ambition. Researchers in Belgrade, for 

example, are engaged with the question, ‘what do we know about intervention?’ with the possibility of 

exploring that question in order to delineate and record experiences of everyday life during a decade of 

intervention.  Ultimately this will expand the current literature on intervention as a whole.  

During the visit, colleagues from Palestinian universities participated in a Round Table event to which Surrey 

staff and students together with all the universities in the region were invited. The Round Table addressed the 

issue of the 'Prospects for a Palestinian State' which was attended by over a hundred people and a lively 

discussion took place. It was immensely refreshing to have a debate informed by up to date perspectives on 

the role of the Palestinian Authority, the position of the Israeli, US and UK governments and the other 

abstentionists in the vote on Resolution 194 at the UN from scholars from the region. This not only proved to 

be a great success with the students, but also with the scholars who were impressed by the interest shown by 

students and staff from across the university and beyond.  

International colleagues were also entertained by Surrey's new Pro Vice Chancellor for International 

Relations, Professor Vince Emery, and his staff in the International Relations Office. The value of 

international collaboration in enriching and diversifying our research is supported by Professor Emery and his 

staff across the University as a whole.  

Surrey staff look forward to ongoing and fruitful collaboration with our colleagues in the project. More 

information about the project will be posted regularly on the cii website, and the websites of the other 

participating institutions. The project also has a Twitter hashtag - #ReceivingEnd- and a closed Facebook 

group is planned for the near future.  
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