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The primary aim of this British Academy-funded project is to build an international partnership 

between teams in Palestine, Surrey, Belgrade and Gaza in order to equip a new generation of 

researchers with the skills to begin to document the perspectives of those who have lived through 

the experience of international intervention in the two regions (Serbia and Palestine), to draw 

tentative lessons, identify further research questions and to disseminate findings.  

 

As a vital first step, the project partners committed to sharing their teaching and training practices in 

order to build an understanding of the varying approaches to pedagogy in this field. The project is 

also engaged in designing and fundraising for a substantial research project on the alternatives to 

and perceived legitimacy of intervention, eliciting the views and perceptions of targets and potential 

targets of such intervention. The regions in the Middle East suggested in the original proposal 

included Libya, Bahrain, Syria and Yemen and remain the focus today. The further purpose of the 

project is to document, learn from local communities and local institutions’ lived experience of 

international intervention. This will serve to empower such communities and institutions by 

broadening and deepening mainstream understandings of non-Western perceptions of intervention. 

Finally, project participants will consider the implications of these findings for emerging and future 

doctrines of intervention with a view to disseminating those findings to policy and practitioner 

communities.  

 

PARTICIPATING STAFF  

Staff currently involved in the project are: 

 

Birzeit University    

Professor Helga Baumgarten 

Professor Joni Assi 

Ina'am Al Obaidi 

Professor George Giacaman 

 

 

University of Surrey     

Professor Marie Breen-Smyth 

Professor Sir Michael Aaronson 

Dr Maxine David 

Dr Tereza Capelos 

Dr Theofanis Exadaktylos 

Dr Ipshita Basu 

Lois Davis, film-maker  

 

 

 

Singidunum University  

Centre for Comparative Conflict Studies (CFCCS) 

Dr Orli Fridman 

Dunja Resanović 

Ivan Milanović 

Jovan Čekić 

 

     

Al-Azhar University-Gaza  

Dr Mkhaimar Abusada  

 



 

STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

 

Student participants in Surrey are drawn from the MA programmes, with current and past students 

participating in interview and media training. Students have been advised of the nature and aims of 

the project and as a result work has begun on creating teaching materials directed at focused and 

applied methodologies. Interviewing has been identified as a key area in which students’ skills must 

be developed and work on simulated filmed interviews has already begun.  

 

Partners from Singidunum University come from the Centre for Comparative Conflict Studies 

(CFCCS) in the Faculty of Media and Communications. Here, students have also been approached 

with a view to involvement in the project. The Surrey partners have already conducted one seminar 

with interested students. Further to this, Surrey and CFCCS have a well-established relationship: 

between them, Professor Breen-Smyth and Dr David have taught on each of CFCCS’s three 

summer schools. This has contributed greatly to student and staff collaborative relationships and 

has increased the knowledge base at Singidunum about international intervention and the issues 

addressed in this project. The expertise at Singidunum in running such summer schools will be very 

valuable in advising on running such schools at the other participating institutions in this project.  

 

In Birzeit, students on the MA programmes (Democracy & Human Rights) are the key participants. 

Some discussion has taken place about involving alumni and several former students have 

indicated an interest in the project. The new partner, Al-Azhar University in Gaza, will participate in 

the project from December onward: facilitating that participation will be a vital challenge, given the 

infrastructural and mobility challenges facing Gazans and those who would work there. However, 

we are confident that, with determination and imagination, these challenges will be overcome. We 

are very excited to have Al-Azhar on board, since Gazans have much to teach us about issues of 

intervention, and we believe that their participation will broaden and deepen the project in important 

ways.  

 

OUTPUTS 

 

o a number of filmed interviews and discussion which are available as footage for any video 

output; 

o a publication in the Taylor and Francis journal Critical Studies on Terrorism  comprising an 

interview with George Giacaman conducted by Marie Breen-Smyth; 

o a further three way publication is under discussion with Professor Asem Khalil.  

 

PRIORITIES FOR YEAR 2 

 

1. Project meetings 

2. Increasing student participation 

3. Sharing teaching materials 

4. Ethical approval  

5. Summer-school planning 
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