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This project was possible due  
to the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund and the generous legacy 
donation of Battersea engineering 
graduate Ronald Charles Sansom

Above: Stained glass windows of 
Battersea Polytechnic and University 
of Surrey coats of arms

This Battersea commemorative timeline is on permanent 
display in the University’s Austin Pearce building.
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Above: Sidney H. Wells –  
Battersea Polytechnic’s first principal 

Battersea Polytechnic  
foundation stone

Order of Proceedings for 
laying the foundation stone
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Above: Photo of Albert Palace building plans

Above: The formal opening ceremony for the Battersea 
Polytechnic Institute – the grand procession with HRH 
Prince Edward the Prince of Wales

Above: Cover and page from programme for Grand 
Bazaar and Fete fundraising event 1897

Above: Battersea Polytechnic Football Society
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Above: The Great Hall, Battersea
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Above: The Battersea Polytechnic – a record of 10 years 1894-1904 (facsimile)

Above: Ladies gym class 1908

1890 1900 1910 1920 1930 1940 1950 1960

1899

1908 1908

1899

Right: The lamp post from 
Battersea which is now situated on 
the University’s Stag Hill campus
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Above: Electrical workshop

Above: Edwin Tate – Chair of Governors, Battersea 
Polytechnic

Above: Metalwork class

Above: Domestic Economy students
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Above: Munitions work 1915 Above: Battersea Polytechnic Officer Training Corps Guard  
of Honour (March 1914)
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Above: Female students dining

Above: Lieutenant Frederick Johnson 
– Oil portrait by William Charles Penn
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Above: Battersea Polytechnic Cookery  
School 1927

Above: Battersea Polytechnic Engineering 
Workshops 1920s

Above: Sir Alex Issigonis 
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1929 - West wing under construction
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Above: Opening ceremony programme for the  
West Wing

Above: West Wing under construction 
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Above: Programme for the Admirable Crichton 1931 
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Above: Lady tying wheat sheaves
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Above: Invite to Battersea Polytechnic Golden Jubilee  
Celebrations February 1944
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1953

Above: Crazy Sports mascot, ‘Little Fanny’, won by the ladies 
netball team

Above: Netball Team – 1947

Above: Rugby Team – 1946
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Above: Key used by Princess Royal  
to open wing

Above: Student Elizabeth  
Purnell, with ‘Oscar the eagle,  
the Battersea Mascot

Above: Students Dick Housden and Ray Cooke enjoy some 
muddy Crazy Sports fun
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Above: Battersea Cookery Book recipes 

Above: Ernest Littauer 

Above: Professor Daphne Jackson

1891
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Dr Peter Leggett Battersea Students 
Handbook ’60 ‘61

Above: Ariel view of Battersea College from the west 
during the early 1960s

Above: Rik Medlik gives a class on reception work c.1956

Above: Student memorabilia from the 1960s. 
With thanks to David Varney
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Above: Ariel view of Stagg Hill, Guildford early 1960s
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1966

Above: A truck loaded with equipment in readiness for the 
move to Guildford

Above: Students at the Charter Ball in Guildford

Above: Alumni enjoy their day at the Battersea Honorary Degree Ceremony in 2011

Above: University of Surrey early memorabilia 



This is a very special year for the University of Surrey  
as we celebrate our golden anniversary (2016-17).  
It’s a wonderful opportunity to reflect on what we  
have achieved in the past 50 years and the impact  
our students and research have had on the world.

We now want to look forward and build a secure 
future for the University in its next 50 years so we are 
launching a 50th Anniversary Appeal. We want to raise 
money to support the people, the ideas and the facilities 
that together shape the University of Surrey. We rely  
on the generosity of our alumni and friends like you  
to help write the next chapter of the University of 
Surrey story.

To find out more visit:  
www.surrey.ac.uk/50th-anniversary
Email: alumni@surrey.ac.uk
Telephone: +44 (0) 1483 683143


