
 
 

 
Connecting Our Community to Brussels 

 
WHAT CAN I DO TO INFLUENCE THE EU? 

 
Reading up-to-date news and analysis (non-partisan), e.g EU Observer and 
EurActiv 
Voting in European Parliament elections. This is vital, given the powers of the 

EP over the EU budget and legislation. 
Contacting representatives in Brussels. MEPs (members of the European 

Parliament) are directly elected, and have important legislative powers. Make sure 
you hold them to account and ask them to act according to your view. Two advisory 
committees, the Committee of the Regions and the Economic and Social 
Committee, also have powers to recommend courses of action to the EP and 
Council.  
Voting in national elections (as national governments and parliaments both have 
a role in making EU policy). This is another vital step, since the EU and national 

governments are inter-twined: national governments have a key role in EU policy-
making, and national parliaments must ratify every new enlargement of the EU and 
new EU Treaty. 
European Citizens’ Initiative. This new mechanism allows groups of 1 million 

citizens from at least 6 EU countries to request new legislation from the EU. 
Initiatives can be presented by grassroots groups or charities and campaigning 
groups. 
Working with national MPs to use the subsidiarity yellow and red cards. Since 

2011, national parliaments have the right to object to EU legislation on the grounds 
of subsidiarity (in this context, this means they feel the EU is exceeding its powers). 
By forming alliances with parliaments in other EU states, national MPs can ask the 
EU to withdraw proposals for new laws. 

Blogging, tweeting and using other new social media: follow 
commentators and groups that you support, and join virtual debates or 
consultations. 

 

 

This is the strategy that was devised as the result of public workshops 

and consultation with citizens from the Surrey County. 



 
 
 
 
WHAT IS THE EU? 

The EU is a club of states and citizens, with the key aim of preserving peace in Europe 
and increasing prosperity through cooperation and trade. It currently has 28 Member 
States. It makes laws in many important areas of life, from economics to the 
environment. As citizens of the EU, nationals of the member states have many 
additional rights and protections, such as the right to live and work in other member 
countries. 
 
WHY DID THE UK JOIN THE EU? 

The UK joined the EU in 1973 for several reasons. The most obvious was the wish to 
join what was then called the Common Market, and increase trade with other European 
countries. But the UK also joined for reasons of security and foreign policy, in order to 
be an effective part of the Western alliance. 
 
HOW DOES THE EU WORK? 

The EU makes laws through its institutions, which are mainly based in Brussels. The 
European Council represents the heads of the governments of each member state (e.g. 
the Prime Minister in the UK). This body decides the content of the EU Treaties, which 
in turn are the basis on which the EU can act. Everyday legislation is drafted by the EU 
civil service, the European Commission. It is voted on by the Council of Ministers, which 
comprises the relevant national Minister from each member state, and the European 
Parliament, or EP. The EP is directly elected by citizens every five years. For countries 
which have chosen to use the EU currency, the Euro, monetary policy is made by the 
European Central Bank, in Frankfurt. 
 
WHY DOES THE EU MATTER? 
The House of Commons estimates that 50% of the UK’s economically-important 
legislation actually comes from the EU, so EU law is far-reaching. In some areas of 
policy, the EU has effectively replaced its individual member states as the source of law, 
for instance in many environmental issues and in anti-trust policy. The EU’s single 
market is the main destination of exports from the UK, and its size makes the EU one of 
the world’s main economic powers. 
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