
The Alan Rogers Innovation 
Award 

The ATI is delighted to welcome applications for an Alan Rogers Innovation Award. This award is 

supported by Mark Bornhoft, in memory of Alan Rogers. It was established to support and 

encourage innovation and enterprise in the field of nanotechnology with an emphasis on sensors 

and photonics. It is available to post-graduate students and early-career researchers from the 

University of Surrey. 

An award up to a maximum of £5000 may be made in any year. 

The award winner can use the funding flexibly provided that all funds are used to support the 

commercialisation of the work.  

Applications that facilitate direct or indirect environmental benefit will be considered favourably. 

Applications that demonstrate how the funds awarded can be used as matched funding to leverage 

other funding streams may be judged favourably — provided that this funding is aligned to 

commercialisation of the work. 

Applicants are invited to submit a short business case, of not more than three A4 sheets including: 

 A summary of the applicant / team and their motivation for pursing this award

 The idea and its application

o the application, its needs and current approaches

o the idea, and why it is beneficial over current approaches

o the current technology readiness of the idea

o any background patents or publications

o the risk factors that may prevent exploitation and how these may be overcome

o the route to market

o the anticipated outcome and sustainability of the activity

o the funds requested and an indication of the way in which these will be spent1.

Applications for the 2017–18 award should be submitted in writing to Professor Ravi Silva not later 

than 30th November 2017. 

The Awards panel will decide on a short list of applicants who will be invited to present their ideas to 

a selection panel. If, in the opinion of the panel, no idea is judged to merit funding then the fund will 

be carried over to the following year. 

The aspiration is that the award should be sustainable and capable of growth. Applicants are 

requested to recognise this aspiration by agreeing to contribute appropriately to the sustainability of 

the fund if the funding they receive results in a successful business. 

1
 The ATI will make available reasonable access to laboratory facilities for the purpose of carrying out activity 

funded by the Award without charge, provided that such access does not interfere with other users of the 
laboratories. Award holders should budget for materials used and for access to facilities other than those of 
the ATI. The business plan should indicate how the activity will be sustainable beyond the award as the ATI 
offer of free access is limited to the award period. 


