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Older Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans People:  Minding the Knowledge Gaps 

 

 Agenda for day was well put together.  Statements by Sue George and Rebecca Jones framed the issues 
for the day well, I thought. 

 Mix of activists, practitioners and academics was noble, but not sure it was entirely successful.  For 
example,… 

o Purpose of the case evaluation seemed clear to some and less clear to others 
o May have been useful to be more strategic in mixing small groups. 
o Consider having an ‘insider’ within each group to take notes and lead discussion. 

 Discussion was wide ranging and perhaps difficult to summarise in any meaningful way for developing a 
research agenda.  A smattering of key issues which I spotted were these: 

o Identity– Both social-psychological issues of identity creation and enactment, and whether and 
to what extent this might change as a lived experience across the life-course.  This belies a tacit 
assumption that sexual identity is socially constructed whereas part of the lived experience may 
involve engagement with family, friends, policy makers, activists, practitioners and others who 
treat it as an essential characteristic with specific categories with uniform cultural encoding.  
Also, identity may only be relevant when looking for romantic/sexual relationships, so under 
what conditions might identity be relevant over the life course? 

o Demographics – How many bisexuals are there and what is their distribution across ages, 
family types, other intersecting statuses?  To what extent is bisexuality linked with key outcomes 
such as material, physical and mental well-being, for example?  Basically an ‘essentialist’ 
concern, though likely to be highly relevant for policy makers, activists, and some academics. 

o Access – How to do research on aging bisexuals in the UK?  How might researchers find them 
and to what extent does this limit the kinds of evidentiary bases upon which hinge robust 
analyses and the evaluation of extant or new theories in the social sciences? 

o Marginalisation – Several types including within academic disciplines, within and across sexual 
minorities, within and across age cohorts.  To what extent can research into the lives of older 
bisexuals address core issues in existing literature?  Also, how is age relevant to sexuality more 
generally, and vice versa?  How do elderly bisexuals discuss and describe their experiences, is 
there a systematic use of language leading to alienation from other generations, for example?  Is 
there any material difference in the lived experiences of aging bisexuals as compared to other 
sexual minorities and/or other generations? 

o Visibility – See discussion under ‘Identity’ 


